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or fax to the Regional Administrator.
A check for the cost of the replacement
tags must be received before tags will
be re-issued.

(2) Trip gillnet vessels. When fishing
under a multispecies DAS, a Trip
gillnet vessel is required to remove all
gillnet gear from the water before call-
ing-out of a multispecies DAS under
§ 648.10(c)(3). When not fishing under a
multispecies DAS, Trip gillnet vessels
may fish in an exempted fishery with
gillnet gear as authorized under the ex-
emptions described in § 648.80. Vessels
electing to fish under the Trip gillnet
designation must have on board writ-
ten confirmation issued by the Re-
gional Administrator, that the vessel is
a Trip gillnet vessel.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 2620, Jan. 17, 1997; 62 FR 14650, Mar. 27,
1997; 62 FR 15388, Apr. 1, 1997; 62 FR 37156,
July 11, 1997; 62 FR 49149, Sept. 19, 1997; 63 FR
11595, Mar. 10, 1998; 63 FR 42592, Aug. 10, 1998]

§ 648.83 Minimum fish sizes.

(a) Minimum fish sizes. (1) Minimum
fish sizes for recreational vessels and
charter/party vessels that are not fish-
ing under a NE multispecies DAS are
specified in § 648.89. Except as provided
in § 648.17, all other vessels are subject
to the following minimum fish sizes
(TL):

MINIMUM FISH SIZES (TL)

Species Size (Inches)

Cod ................................................................ 19 (48.3 cm)
Haddock ......................................................... 19 (48.3 cm)
Pollock ........................................................... 19 (48.3 cm)
Witch flounder (gray sole) ............................. 14 (35.6 cm)
Yellowtail flounder .......................................... 13 (33.0 cm)
American plaice (dab) .................................... 14 (35.6 cm)
Winter flounder (blackback) ........................... 12 (30.48 cm)
Redfish ........................................................... 9 (22.9 cm)

(2) The minimum fish size applies to
the whole fish or to any part of a fish
while possessed on board a vessel, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of
this section, and to whole fish only,
after landing. Fish or parts of fish
must have skin on while possessed on
board a vessel and at the time of land-
ing in order to meet minimum size re-
quirements. ‘‘Skin on’’ means the en-
tire portion of the skin normally at-
tached to the portion of the fish or fish
parts possessed.

(b) Exceptions. (1) Each person aboard
a vessel issued a multispecies limited
access permit and fishing under the
DAS program may possess up to 25 lb
(11.3 kg) of fillets that measure less
than the minimum size if such fillets
are from legal-sized fish and are not of-
fered or intended for sale, trade, or bar-
ter.

(2) Recreational, party, and charter
vessels may possess fillets less than the
minimum size specified, if the fillets
are taken from legal-sized fish and are
not offered or intended for sale, trade
or barter.

(3) Vessels fishing exclusively with
pot gear may possess multispecies
frames used, or to be used, as bait that
measure less than the minimum fish
size, if there is a receipt for purchase of
those frames on board the vessel.

(c) Adjustments. (1) At any time when
information is available, the NEFMC
will review the best available mesh se-
lectivity information to determine the
appropriate minimum size for the spe-
cies listed in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, except winter flounder, according
to the length at which 25 percent of the
regulated species would be retained by
the applicable minimum mesh size.

(2) Upon determination of the appro-
priate minimum sizes, the NEFMC
shall propose the minimum fish sizes to
be implemented following the proce-
dures specified in § 648.90.

(3) Additional adjustments or
changes to the minimum fish sizes
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, and exemptions as specified in
paragraph (b) of this section, may be
made at any time after implementa-
tion of the final rule as specified under
§ 648.90.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 49277, Sept. 19, 1996; 63 FR 11595, Mar. 10,
1998; 63 FR 42592, Aug. 10, 1998]

§ 648.84 Gear-marking requirements
and gear restrictions.

(a) Bottom-tending fixed gear, in-
cluding, but not limited to gillnets and
longlines, designed for, capable of, or
fishing for NE multispecies must have
the name of the owner or vessel, or the
official number of that vessel perma-
nently affixed to any buoys, gillnets,
longlines, or other appropriate gear so
that the name of the owner or vessel or
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official number of the vessel is visible
on the surface of the water.

(b) Bottom-tending fixed gear, in-
cluding, but not limited to gillnets or
longline gear, must be marked so that
the westernmost end (measuring the
half compass circle from magnetic
south through west to, and including,
north) of the gear displays a standard
12-inch (30.5-cm) tetrahedral corner
radar reflector and a pennant posi-
tioned on a staff at least 6 ft (1.8 m)
above the buoy. The easternmost end
(meaning the half compass circle from
magnetic north through east to, and
including, south) of the gear need dis-
play only the standard 12-inch (30.5-cm)
tetrahedral radar reflector positioned
in the same way.

(c) Continuous gillnets must not ex-
ceed 6,600 ft (2,011.7 m) between the end
buoys.

(d) In the GOM/GB regulated mesh
area specified in § 648.80(a), gillnet gear
set in an irregular pattern or in any
way that deviates more than 30° from
the original course of the set must be
marked at the extremity of the devi-
ation with an additional marker, which
must display two or more visible
streamers and may either be attached
to or independent of the gear.

§ 648.85 Flexible Area Action System.

(a) The Chair of the Multispecies
Oversight Committee, upon learning of
the presence of discard problems asso-
ciated with large concentrations of ju-
venile, sublegal, or spawning multispe-
cies, shall determine if the situation
warrants further investigation and pos-
sible action. In making this determina-
tion, the Committee Chair shall con-
sider the amount of discard of regu-
lated species, the species targeted, the
number and types of vessels operating
in the area, the location and size of the
area, and the resource condition of the
impacted species. If he/she determines
it is necessary, the Committee Chair
will request the Regional Adminis-
trator to initiate a fact finding inves-
tigation to verify the situation and
publish notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER requesting public comments
in accordance with the procedures
therefor in Amendment 3 to the NE
Multispecies FMP.

(b) After examining the facts, the Re-
gional Administrator shall, within the
deadlines specified in Amendment 3,
provide the technical analysis required
by Amendment 3.

(c) The NEFMC shall prepare an eco-
nomic impact analysis of the potential
management options under consider-
ation within the deadlines specified in
Amendment 3.

(d) Copies of the analysis and reports
prepared by the Regional Adminis-
trator and the NEFMC shall be made
available for public review at the
NEFMC’s office and the Committee
shall hold a meeting/public hearing, at
which time it shall review the analysis
and reports and request public com-
ments. Upon review of all available
sources of information, the Committee
shall determine what course of action
is warranted by the facts and make a
recommendation, consistent with the
provisions of Amendment 3 to the Re-
gional Administrator.

(e) By the deadline set in Amendment
3 the Regional Administrator shall ei-
ther accept or reject the Committee’s
recommendation. If the recommended
action is consistent with the record es-
tablished by the fact-finding report,
impact analysis, and comments re-
ceived at the public hearing, he/she
shall accept the Committee’s rec-
ommendation and implement it
through notification in the FEDERAL
Register and by notice sent to all ves-
sel owners holding multispecies per-
mits. The Regional Administrator shall
also use other appropriate media, in-
cluding, but not limited to, mailings to
the news media, fishing industry asso-
ciations and radio broadcasts, to dis-
seminate information on the action to
be implemented.

(f) Once implemented, the Regional
Administrator shall monitor the af-
fected area to determine if the action
is still warranted. If the Regional Ad-
ministrator determines that the cir-
cumstances under which the action was
taken, based on the Regional Adminis-
trator’s report, the NEFMC’s report,
and the public comments, are no longer
in existence, he/she shall terminate the
action by notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(g) Actions taken under this section
will ordinarily become effective upon
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